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+ The Presentation of our Lord
Order for Worship

The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some corners of the church as Candlemas because
of an ancient tradition of blessing all the candles to be used in the church in the coming year at
the mass celebrated on that day. It was a way of underscoring the truth of Simeon’s confession
that this baby Jesus was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” and a light for glory to Israel.

Let the light of every candle in church be a little epiphany of the love of God for all people in the

person of God’s son, Jesus, the light of the world.

Welcome to St. Andrew!

e St. Andrew welcomes all who are seeking a place of healing, wholeness, and acceptance in a
nurturing and faith-forming spiritual home. We are striving toward racial equity worldwide
and we seek to honor the lived experience of all individuals regardless of background. Our
community embraces people of all ages, ethnicities, cultures, abilities, sexual orientations,
gender identities and expressions, and family constellations. Come and See!

e Worship Services are live-streamed to multiple online platforms. By attending worship, you agree
that your image and voice may be broadcast.

o Everyone is invited to make a name tag at the black bookcase in the back of the worship space if
they would like. There are stickers indicating pronouns on the bookcase if you would like to
include them on your name tag.

e Children are invited to attend Little Church — Big Faith, a Bible lesson and activity, during
worship (after the Prayer of the Day). The group returns to the worship space for the liturgy of
Holy Communion.

e Anursery is available through the doors at the left side of the sanctuary and across from the
doorway to the Social Hall. Look for a purple-colored room.

e  Worship “toolkits” to help children engage with the service, along with “busy bags” for younger
children, are available in the bookcase at the back of the sanctuary. Please feel free to take one to
use with/for your children.

e Holy Communion is served with bread (gluten-free available) and wine or grape juice. The
presiding minister will distribute the bread (host). Please consume this and then pick up an empty
glass from the tray. The Communion Assistant will pour wine or grape juice into your glass.
Please step to the side to consume the wine or grape juice. Feel free to kneel at the altar for prayer
and reflection. As you return to your pew, glasses may be returned to the empty trays on either
side of the center section.

e Arestroom is available on the main level of the church, through the doors to the Social Hall and
to the right in the main office.

Abbreviations

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal
A: Assisting Minister ACS: All Creation Sings hymnal
L: Lector

C: Congregation



Pre-Service Music
Welcome

Prelude Lord of the Dance Shaker Melody
arr. John Ritter
St. Andrew Choir

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Please rise as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at Baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

C: Amen.

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of Baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of Baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us
in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you
gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to
lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day,
you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere, including the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio rivers.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise
through ++ Jesus Christ, our living water,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.



Gathering Hymn
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 19071991
Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. IL 60188,
All rights reserved. Used by permission,

Reprinted under OneL.icense.net # A-722139.



Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie ACS p. 12
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Hymn of Praise ACSp. 12
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Al-le-lu-ia! A-men! A]-le-lu-la' A - men!
2 Glory to God, 2 Gloria a Dios,
glory to God, gloria a Dios,

glory to Christ Jesus!

gloria a Jesucristo!



Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the temple.
May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our great high
priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

Word

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song
First Reading — Malachi 3: 1-4

! See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed,
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can
stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. # Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84
The cantor will lead the singing of the psalm.
The congregation is invited to respond with the alternate verses in bold print,

and to join in singing the refrain.

Psalm Tone
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
May be reproduced by permission for local use only



Psalm Refrain
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How dear to me is your dwell - ing, O LoRb.

Psalm 84:1
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalrer for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress,
May be reproduced by permission for local use only,

1 How dear to me ! is your dwelling,
O ! Lord of hosts!
2 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the ! living God.
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may ! lay her young,
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king | and my God.
* Happy are they who dwell | in your house!
They will always be | praising you. R
® Happy are the people whose strength | is in you,
whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way.
® Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water.
" They will climb from | height to height,
and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.
8 Lord God of hosts, | hear my prayer;
give ear, O ! God of Jacob. R
9Behold our defend- | er, O God:
and look upon the face of | your anointed.
19 For one day in your courts is better than a | thousand elsewhere.
I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the
tents | of the wicked.
1 For the Lord God is both sun and shield, bestowing ! grace and glory;
no good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk | with integrity.
120 I'Lord of hosts,
happy are they who put their ! trust in you! R

Second Reading — Hebrews 2: 14-18

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared the same
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, ¥ and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. '® For it is
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 1’ Therefore he had to
become like his siblings in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest



in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. ¥ Because he
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able and join in singing the Gospel Acclamation.

Gospel Acclamation ACSp. 14

|
J

ﬁ_ M

|

A-le - lu-ya, a-le-lu - ya. A-le - lu-ya, a-le-lu - ya.
Al-le - lu-1a, al-le-lu - ia. Al-le - lu -1a, al -le-lu - ia.
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Gospel — Luke 2: 22-40

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph]
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), ?* and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”

2> Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. 2’ Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents



brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, ?® Simeon took him
in his arms and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word,;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 3 light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. * Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed * so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

3 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 3’ then as a widow to the
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night
and day. *® At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “° The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon

A time of silence for prayer and reflection follows the sermon.
As the hymn of the day begins, please rise as you are able.




Hymn of the Day

In His Temple Now Behold Him

ELW 417
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Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers of the People

A: Guided by the Holy Spirit, with the light of Christ shining upon us and all nations,
let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.

After each petition
A: Gracious God,
C: receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers

P: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among your people.

C: Amen.

Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet one another in the peace of the risen Christ.
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



The people may greet those around them with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say
Peace be with you or similar words. Please be mindful that not everyone will be comfortable
with sharing the peace, so please seek consent before shaking hands or hugging. Other possible
ways to share the peace include a simple bow with the verbal greeting of peace, or simply a
verbal expression of peace.

When the greetings of peace have concluded, please be seated.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Offering

We offer ourselves, our gifts, and our faithful service to God.
As the offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need,
the table is set for Holy Communion.

Reparations Offering
On the first Sunday of each month, St. Andrew invites people of the congregation to give a
second offering for a reparations fund in acknowledgement of St. Andrew’s use of African
American spiritual songs in our worship services. Please see the note in the announcements for

more information.

Music during the Offering
All Earth Is Hopeful arr. Nancy Raabe

As the gifts are brought forward for presentation, please rise as you are able.



Offertory Song Cuando el pobre / When the Poor Ones ELW 725
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when our voic - es, full and clear, sing out the truth:
when the na - tions work to change war in - to peace;
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when the wound-ed of - fer oth-ers strength and heal - ing:
when we choose love, not the ha - tred all a - round us:
when our long - ings, free from en - vy, seek the hum - ble:
when the strang-er is ac - cept-ed as  our neigh-bor:
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We sece God, here by our side, walk - ing our way;
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va Dios mis - mo_en nues-tro mis - mo  ca-mi - nar.

we see God, here

Text: José Antonio Olivar, b. 1939; tr. Martin A, Seliz, b,

Music: EL CAMINO, Migucl Manzano, b. 1934

1951

by our side, walk -ing our way.

Text and music © 1971, 1998 J.A. Olivar, Miguel Manzano. and San Pablo Internacional—SSP. admin. OCP Publications.
5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved, Used by permission.

Reprinted under OneL.icense.net # A-722139.



Offertory Prayer

A: Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful,

C: you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.

Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Dialogue

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you,

almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection

opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

ACS p. 20

ACS p. 20



Sanctus ACS p. 20
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Eucharistic Prayer ACSp. 21

P: Holy God, you alone are holy ... with every breath.
C: We praise you, O God.

P: Generations bless your faithfulness ... into the future.
C: We bless you, O God.

P: We give you thanks for your dear Son ... with us now.
C: We thank you, O God.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed ... Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way, at the table, and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit ... in your church, without end.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Fraction and Invitation

P: The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come and be nourished by the gifts of God.



Agnus Dei / Lamb of God
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Please be seated.

Holy Communion

All who seek God and desire a deeper and stronger life in Christ are welcome to receive
Holy Communion.

Worshipers from the pulpit side will proceed forward first, followed by the center section,
and then the lectern side.

Please inform an usher if you would like the ministers to bring Communion to you.

Holy Communion will be served with bread and wine/grape juice.

The presiding minister will first distribute the bread (host) to each communicant. Please
indicate if you require a gluten-free host.

Once you have consumed the bread, please pick up an empty glass from the tray next to
the presiding minister. The Communion Assistant will pour wine or grape juice into your
glass. Please indicate if you would like grape juice.

Please step to the side to consume the wine or grape juice.

Feel free to kneel at the altar rail for prayer after receiving the sacrament.

As you return to your pew, glasses may be returned to the empty tray on the side of the
center section.

A blessing will be provided for anyone who does not yet receive the sacrament.

All are invited to join in singing the hymns during Holy Communion.



Hymns during Holy Communion

Where Shepherds Lately Knelt ACS 909
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1 Where shep-herds late - ly knelt and kept the an - gel’s word,
2 In that un - like-ly place 1 find him as they said:
3 How should T not have known 1 - sa - iah would be there,
4 Can I, will T for - get how Love was born, and burned
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I come in half - be - lief, a  pil - grim strange-ly stirred.
sweet new - born babe, how frail! and in a man - ger bed:
his proph - e - cies ful-filled? With pound-ing heart 1 stare:
its way in - to my heart— un-asked, un-forced, un-eared,
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But there is room and wel - come there for me;
a still, small voice to cry one day for me;
a child, a son, the Prince of peace for me;
to die, to live, and not a - lone for me;
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but there is room and wel - come there for me.
a still, small voice to cry one day for me.
a child, a son, the Prince of peace for me.
to die, to live, and not a - lone for me?

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008

Music: MANGER SONG, Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929

Text © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. All rights reserved.
Music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139.



Hymns during Holy Communion

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ELW 490
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I Let all mor-tal flesh keep  si-lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand;
2 King of kings, yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way:
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep -less eye,
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pon -der noth-ing earth-ly - mind-ed, for with bless-ing in  his hand
Lord of lords in hu - man ves-ture, in the bod - y and the blood,
as the Light of light, de - scend-ing from the realms of end - less day,
veil their fac - es to the  pres-ence, as with cease-less voice they cry:
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Christ our God 1o earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.
he  will give to all the faith - ful  his own self for heav'n-ly  food.
comes, the pow'rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-nessclears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-ia! Al-le-lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!"”

Text: Liturgy of St James: tr. Gerard Moultrie, 18291885, alt
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent,



Hymns during Holy Communion

In the Singing ELW 466
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I In the sing-ing, in the si-lence, in the hands ex-pect-ant, o - pen,
2 In the ques-tion, in the an-swer, in the mo-ment of ac - cept-ance,
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in the bless-ing, in the break-ing, in your pres-ence at this ta - ble,
in the heart’s cry, in the heal-ing, in the «cir-cle of your peo-ple,
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Je - sus Chnst, Je - sus Christ, be the wine of grace;
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Je - sus  Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b, 1931

Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, h. 1926
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission,

Reprinted under OneL.icense.net # A-722139.



Hymns during Holy Communion
Jesus, What a Wonderful Child

ELW 297
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Je -sus, ) Je - sus, oh, what a won-der-ful child.
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When all have returned to their places, please rise as you are able.

Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
Nunc Dimittis O Lord, Now Let Your Servant ELW 313
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1 0 Lord, now let vour ser vant de - part in heav'n-ly peace,
2 Then grant that I may fol - low your gleam, O glo - rious Light,
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for I have seen the glo - ry of vyour re - deem - ing grace:
till earth-ly shad-ows scat - ter, and faith is changed to  sight:
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a  light to lead the na - tionsun - to your ho - ly hill,
tll  rap-tred saints shall  gath cr up - on that shin-ing  shore,
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the glo - ry of vyour peo - ple, your cho-sen Is - ra - el
where Christ, the bless-ed day - star, shall light them ev - er - more.

Text: Ernest E. Rvden, 1B86-1981, ali., based on the Nune dimais

Music: KUORTANE, Finmish folk tune

Text @ 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, sdmin. Augshurg Fortness
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneL.icense.net # A-722139.




Prayer

A: Let us pray.

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence,

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life,
strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit,
and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
Please be seated.
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Announcements
Please rise as you are able.
Benediction

P: The holy Three,
the holy One
increase your hope,
strengthen your faith,
deepen your love,

and - grant you peace.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Following page

Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude



Sending Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
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want to walk as  a  child of the light

| want  to
I want to  see. . . the  bright-ness of  God.
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2 want to
3 I'm look-ing for. .. the com-ing of Christ. want  to
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fol - low Je - SuS. God set the stars to  give
look  ar Je - SUS. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je - suS. When we have run. . . . with
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light to the world. The star of my life s e - sUS.
shine on  my  path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of e - SUS.
Refrain
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In  him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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day are  both a - like. The Lamb is the light of the
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cit -y of God Shine in my heart, Lord Je - Sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and mwsic € 1970, 1975 Celebranon

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139.



Those serving in worship

Altar Care Jodie Minor
Assisting Minister Timothy Kocher-Hillmer
Audio-Visual Ministers David Rollinson
Jered Stratton

Cantor Mandy Best
Lector Alda Maria Gonzaga
Little Church — Big Faith Teacher Ty Best
Vocalists Timothy Kocher-Hillmer
Maria Mangano and David Rollinson

Minister of Music Laura Reynolds
Preaching Minister Bishop Kurt F. Kusserow
Presiding Minister The Rev. Ross I. Carmichael

Liturgy and Hymnody Acknowledgements

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

The Scripture readings contained herein are from New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

In His Temple Now Behold Him — Text: Henry J. Pye, 1825-1903, alt. Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879.

Jesus, What a Wonderful Child — African American traditional, alt. Music: African American traditional; arr. Jeffrey Radford, 1953-2002. Arr.
from The New Century Hymnal (#136), © 1992 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139.

Please use the QR code below to link to St. Andrew’s Announcements online!

St. Andrew Lutheran Church Announcements
February 29, 2025

« Welcome to worship at St. Andrew on the + Presentation of our Lord, February 2"
— We are thankful you are here, and we offer a special welcome to all visitors and guests
here for the first time. Worship attendees are invited to make a name tag at the back of
the worship space. Little Church — Big Faith, a Bible lesson and activity for children, will
take place after the prayer of the day. There are also worship “toolkits” to help children
engage with worship and “busy bags” for younger children available in the bookcase at
the back of the sanctuary. Please feel free to take one to use with/for your children. All
are invited to gather for coffee other drinks and food, and conversation in the social hall
after worship.



Welcome Back, Bishop Kusserow! Bishop Kurt Kusserow of our local Southwestern
Pennsylvania Synod is finishing his third and last term as bishop, having served in the
role for almost 18 years. The bishop reached out to congregations extending the
opportunity to share one more visit before he completes his service, and he will be
preaching and distributing Holy Communion during worship today. We thank Bishop
Kusserow for his presence, as well as his years of leadership in the synod, and we invite
everyone to stay for an expanded Coffee Hour after worship to share conversations,
thanksgivings, congratulations, and blessings with the bishop!

Monthly Reparations Offering during Worship Today — In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells
a story about a compassionate Samaritan that suggests God’s people are called to work
for healing and restoration for our neighbors, regardless of who or what caused them
harm. In light of this, St. Andrew has made a commitment to reparations in regard to
African American spiritual songs used in our worship. The text and music of most hymns
is attributed to specific authors, with copyrights in place, usage reported, and royalties
paid to those whose works are featured in worship. With African American spirituals, this
is not possible. In response to many years of such uncredited use, St. Andrew invites the
congregation to give a reparations offering. Funds received in worship will be donated to
our siblings at Bethel AME Church, whose land and building were taken from them in
the 1950s, to fund their development in the lower Hill District.

February Produce Distribution — First Tuesday of the Month, February 4, from
5:30-7:00 p.m. — St. Andrew partners with Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank to
serve as a distribution site for fresh produce on the first Tuesday of every month.
January’s distribution will be on Tuesday, February 4th. We invite people of the
congregation to help with the distribution from 5:30-7:00 p.m. and/or to help with
unloading and setup during the day between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

St. Olaf Lutheran College Choir Concert at East Liberty Presbyterian Church on
Sunday, February 9™, at 7:30 p.m. — St. Olaf College is a Lutheran-affiliated liberal
arts school in Northfield, MN, and its choir will stop in Pittsburgh on its 2025 tour. The
St. Olaf Choir, made up of 75 mixed voices, is “one of the nation’s premier a cappella
ensembles, renowned for its artistry and beauty of sound.” They will perform at East
Liberty Presbyterian Church, 116 S. Highland Ave., 15206 on Sunday, February 9™, at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $35 or $10 for all students, and they are available at
stolaf.edu/tickets/choir or by calling 800-363-5487. For more information, please visit
St. Olaf Choir at East Liberty Presbyterian Church (Pittsburgh, PA) Tickets, Sun, Feb 9,
2025 at 7:30 PM | Eventbrite.

Shelter Dinner for Guests of East End Cooperative Ministry, Third Thursday of the
Month — February 20™, 6:00 p.m. Arrival, 6:30 p.m. Dinner — Each month, people of
St. Andrew provide dinner for guests of East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM), 6140
Station St. (East Liberty), 15206. We invite you to prepare or purchase one menu item
and bring it to the shelter by 6:00 p.m., or just come to help serve at 6:30 p.m. If you
would like to contribute, please sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544AAAC22A1F58-54567228-shelter.

Bagged Lunches to Accompany February Shelter Dinner — Seeking Additional
Donations! — East End Cooperative Ministry is hosting an additional 20 people this
winter because of the shelter shortage and we have been asked to bring items for 20
bagged lunches on St. Andrew’s Shelter Dinner night, Thursday, February 20", This



http://stolaf.edu/tickets/choir
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-olaf-choir-at-east-liberty-presbyterian-church-pittsburgh-pa-tickets-1027252478817?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-olaf-choir-at-east-liberty-presbyterian-church-pittsburgh-pa-tickets-1027252478817?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544AAAC22A1F58-54567228-shelter

month we only need 20 sandwiches and 20 soft fruits (any kind) — we have already
received donations for the other items. Shelf-stable items can be left on the donation
table in the Social Hall by Sunday, February 16, or delivered to EECM on
Thursday, February 20", Please label “For EECM Lunches.” Sandwiches should be
delivered to EECM any time on the 20" until 6:00 p.m. Please label “For St. Andrew
bagged lunches.” Shelter staff will assemble the bagged lunches. Much work goes into
shopping for and preparing the main meal each month, so we would greatly
appreciate new participants and contributions for this effort! If you would like to
help, please sign up at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544AAAC22A1F58-54567666-bagged.

Support Those Affected by California Wildfires through Lutheran Disaster
Response — With ongoing concern for everyone coping with wildfires in California, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Lutheran Disaster Response is working with
the Southwest California synod to support affected communities. They offer a sample
prayer and are accepting donations designated for “U.S. Wildfires.” For more
information, or to donate, please see US Wildfires (at www.elca.org).

Christ in Our Home Devotional Booklets for January - March Available at Church
Entrances — This resource offers a daily Bible reading with a short reflection and prayer,
along with additional readings and prayer topics for those who would like to expand their
devotional practices. We encourage people of the congregation to take one for yourself,
your family unit, or others!

Compline Prayer Service with the Pittsburgh Compline Choir — Sundays at 8:00
p.m. at Heinz Chapel — Compline was traditionally a monastic prayer service, and the
Pittsburgh Compline Choir, a ministry of Lutheran Campus Ministry in Greater
Pittsburgh, sings a choral version of compline rooted in this thousand-year-old tradition
of scripture, song, and silence each Sunday at Heinz Chapel at 8:00 p.m. This service also
streams on Facebook (Pittsburgh Compline Choir) and YouTube (The Pittsburgh
Compline Choir). Heinz Chapel is located off of S. Bellefield Ave. in Oakland. For more
information, please visit: Pittsburgh Compline Choir.
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