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+ Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Order for Worship

Today in the second reading we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples
quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve.
Then, to illustrate, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the
children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a
place of honor in the assembly.

Welcome to St. Andrew!

e St. Andrew Lutheran congregation welcomes all who are seeking a place of healing and
wholeness — a nurturing, faith-forming spiritual home. Our community embraces people of all
ages, ethnicities, cultures, abilities, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, and
family constellations. Come and See!

e Worship Services are live-streamed to multiple online platforms. By attending worship, you agree
that your image and voice may be broadcast.

o Everyone is invited to make a name tag at the black bookcase in the back of the worship space if
they would like. There are stickers indicating pronouns on the bookcase if you would like to
include them on your name tag.

e Children are invited to attend Little Church — Big Faith, a Bible lesson and activity, during
worship (after the Prayer of the Day). The group returns to the worship space for the liturgy of
Holy Communion.

e Anursery is available through the doors at the left side of the sanctuary and across from the
doorway to the Social Hall. Look for a purple-colored room.

e  Worship “toolkits” to help children engage with the service, along with “busy bags” for younger
children, are available in the bookcase at the back of the sanctuary. Please feel free to take one to
use with/for your children.

e Holy Communion is served with bread (gluten-free available) and wine or grape juice. The
presiding minister will distribute the bread (host). Please consume this and then pick up an empty
glass from the tray. The Communion Assistant will pour wine or grape juice into your glass.
Please step to the side to consume the wine or grape juice. Feel free to kneel at the altar for prayer
and reflection. As you return to your pew, glasses may be returned to the empty trays on either
side of the center section.

e Arestroom is available on the main level of the church, through the doors to the Social Hall and
to the right in the main office.

Abbreviations

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal
A: Assisting Minister ACS: All Creation Sings hymnal
L: Lector W&P: Worship & Praise

C: Congregation



Pre-Service Music

Welcome

Prelude Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service arr. J. Carter

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Confession and Forgiveness

Please rise as you are able.
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but our hearts have been far from you.

The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes.
In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God promises to forgive our iniquity

and remember our sin no more.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

the source of all healing, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen.



Gathering Hymn

Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom
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path to jus-tice, show - ing us what love must do.
root and rip-ens, peace and righ - teous - ness em - brace.
come your peo -ple, ho - ly {friends of God and earth.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: MADELEINE, Donna Kasbohm, b. 1933

Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.
Music © 1997 Pilgrim Press. Alll rights reserved.

Reprinted with permission under OneL.icense.net # A-722139.

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



Hymn of Praise

ELW p. 204
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2 Glo-ry
3 Ho-ly One we

be

to

Christ for - ev - er,
now ac-claim you; Lord

a - lone, to

1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Lamb of God and Lord of love.
you we call;
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Might-y God of
of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;

all

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther

of

sur - pass - ing worth:

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt

you, we a -

dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on ecarth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for - give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

O God, our teacher and guide,

you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children.
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition,

that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding
as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.



Please be seated.
Children are invited to join the adult leaders at the door and move to the office for Little Church
— Big Faith. We ask that one additional adult from the congregation attend with the children.

Word
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song
First Reading — Jeremiah 11: 18-20

18]t was the Lord who made it known to me, and | knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
¥But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And | did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”

20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,

let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you | have committed my cause.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 54

The cantor will lead the singing of the psalm.
The congregation is invited to respond with the alternate verses in bold print,

and to join in singing the refrain.
Psalm tone
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.



Psalm refrain
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Lorp who  sus - tains my life.

Psalm 54:4
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1Save me, O God, ! by your name;
in your might, de- | fend my cause.
2Hear my ! prayer, O God;
give ear to the words | of my mouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life,
those who have no re- | gard for God.
“Behold, God ! is my helper;
it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life. R
°Render evil to those who ! spy on me;
in your faithful- | ness, destroy them.
®I will offer you a ! freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O Lord, for ! it is good.
"For you have rescued me from ! every trouble,
and my eye looks down | on my enemies. R

Second Reading — James 3: 13 -4: 3, 7-8a

Bwho is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done
with gentleness born of wisdom. **But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. **Such wisdom does not come down from above,
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. *For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also
be disorder and wickedness of every kind. }’But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. *2And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.*

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. ‘Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. #Draw near to God, and God will draw near to
you.



L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able and join in speaking the Gospel Acclamation.

Gospel Acclamation ELW p. 205
Db — ——
O e e
Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Gospel — Mark 9: 30-37

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

%[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know
it;3lfor he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Humanity is to be betrayed
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.”
32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

%3Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the way?” 3*But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. ®*He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” **Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 3"“Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

A time of silence for prayer and reflection follows the sermon.
When the hymn of the day begins, please rise as you are able.
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Lord, whose love in  hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
Sall  your chil -dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light

Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on  the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring  us to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free -dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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Apostles’ Creed

Profession of our faith using the Apostles’ Creed, one of the Christian Church’s three
ecumenical creeds, unites us with siblings in Christ around the world.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers of the People

A: Drawn together by the power of the Holy Spirit,
we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

After each petition
A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers
P: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God,

in the name of your beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet one another in the peace of the risen Christ.



P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The people may greet those around them with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say
Peace be with you or similar words. Please be mindful that not everyone will be comfortable
with sharing the peace, so please seek consent before shaking hands or hugging. Other possible
ways to share the peace include a simple bow with the verbal greeting of peace, or simply a
verbal expression of peace.

When the greetings of peace have concluded, please be seated.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Offering
We offer ourselves, our gifts and our faithful service to God.

There are laminated giving cards in the pew racks that feature a QR code for anyone who would
like to give online. Those who give using the QR code, as well as those who give regularly online
or through their bank are encouraged to place the laminated card in the plate as an expression
of your offering.

As the offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need,
the table is set for Holy Communion.

Music during the Offering
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty arr. J. Carter

As the gifts are brought forward for presentation, please rise as you are able.



Offertory Song Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring ELW 691
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your fta - ble.

2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown.They grew in your good plea-sure.

3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we're a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comesa ho -1y trea-sure.
Lord, by yourgrace now come to us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1925
Text © 1990 and arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneL.icense.net # A-722139.

Offertory Prayer

A: Let us pray.

Blessed are you,

C: O God, source of all creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Dialogue

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ...

... We praise your name and join in adoring song:

Sanctus ELW p. 207
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Eucharistic Prayer

P: Blessed are you, O God ...
... Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

P: Pour out your Holy Spirit ...
... power of the Most High,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Fraction and Invitation



Agnus Dei / Lamb of God ELW p. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Please be seated.

Holy Communion

All who seek God and desire a deeper and stronger life in Christ are welcome to receive
Holy Communion.

Worshipers from the pulpit side will proceed forward first, followed by the center section,
and then the lectern side.

Please inform an usher if you would like the ministers to bring Communion to you.

Holy Communion will be served with bread and wine/grape juice.

The presiding minister will first distribute the bread (host) to each communicant. Please
indicate if you require a gluten-free host.

Once you have consumed the bread, please pick up an empty glass from the tray next to
the presiding minister. The Communion Assistant will pour wine from the chalice or
grape juice from the cruet into your glass.

Please step to the side to consume the wine or grape juice.

Feel free to kneel at the altar rail for prayer after receiving the sacrament.

As you return to your pew, glasses may be returned to the empty trays on either side of
the center section.

A blessing will be provided for anyone who does not yet receive the sacrament.

All are invited to join in singing the hymns during Holy Communion.



Hymns during Holy Communion
Signs and Wonders ELW 672
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1 Signs and won - ders lead the danc-ing from the heart God frees from fear:
2 Hope and free - dom join the cir - cle: Mar-y to the gar - den came,
3 Cast a-side all fear and hid - ing; hand in hand we dance the round.
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wings of an - gels greet the mai - den, and God finds a dwell-ing here;
saw the ra-diance of the mar - vel, heard the Ris - en call her name;
God i1s with wus, Christ, a - bid - ing, and the Spir-it’s gifts a - bound.
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bold - ly may we Iift our hands, bow the head, and voice A - men;
bold - ly may we heed Christ’s call, step be-yond the gar - den wall:
Called by God to ho - li - ness, let us bold - ly serve and bless;
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thus does glo - ry shine at mid-night: o - pen hearts in - vite the star - light.
beau-ti - ful the feet pro-ceed - ing with good news of death’sde-feat - ing.
and to hearts that sigh and hun - ger may our lives dance signs and won - ders.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text © 2005 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139.



Hymns during Holy Communion

Jesus Lives, My Sure Defense ELW 621
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1 Je - sus lives, my sure de-fense and my ev - er - last-ing Sav - ior!
2 Je-sus, my re-deem-er lives; [ too un - to life shall wak - en.
3 No, too close-ly am [ bound un - to him by hope for - ev - er;
4 1 am flesh and must re-turn un - to dust, whence I am tak - en.
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Know-ing this, my con - fi-dence rests in hope and will not wa - ver,
Bright the hope this prom -ise gives; shall my cour-age,then, be shak - en?
faith’s strong hand the rock has found, grasped it, and will leave it nev - er;
But these eyes my Lord will know when from death I shall a - wak - en,
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though the night of death be fraught still with man-y an anx - ious thought.
Shall I  fear then? Can the head rise and leave his mem - bers dead?

e - ven death now can-not part from its Lord the trust - ing heart.
with  my Sav-ior to a - bide in his glo-ry, at his side.
5 Then take comfort and rejoice, 6 Here on earth, then, let your hearts
for his people Christ will cherish. rise from longings vain and hollow.
Fear not, you will hear his voice; Seek what Christ your Lord imparts
dying, you will never perish; while you in his footsteps follow.
for the very grave is stirred As you now still wait to rise,
when the trumpet’s blast 1s heard. set your hearts beyond the skies!

Text: Otto von Schwerin, 1616-1679; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: Jesus, MEINE ZUVERSICHT, attr. Johann Cru.ger, 1598-1662



Hymns during Holy Communion
Faith Begins by Letting Go

ACS 1004

2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on,
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,

keep - ing mem-’ry’s roots
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tak - ing risks and press-ing on, though the way feels less se - cure:
so that hope may bear its fruit; prom - ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
shar-ing strug- gles, liv - ing prayer, bind - ing up the bro-ken parts;
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.

not through mer - it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Reprinted under OneLIcense.net # A-722139.



Hymns during Holy Communion
Make Me a Servant W&P 96

Make me a servant, humble and meek.
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak.
And may the prayer of my heart always be:
Make me a servant, make me a servant,
make me a servant today.

Text and music Kelly Willard. Text and tune © 1982 Willing Heart Music, (admin. Marantha! Music c/o The Copyright Company) and
Maranatha! Music (admin. The Copyright Company). All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A722139.

When all have returned to their places, please rise as you are able.

Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer

A: Let us pray.

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal

and fed us at your table with your gifts of grace and life.

Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
Please be seated.
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Announcements
Please rise as you are able.
Benediction

P: God almighty,

God most merciful,

-+ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.

C: Amen.



Sending Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
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cit -y of God Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music @ 1970, 1975 Celebration

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139.




Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude How Firm a Foundation arr. C. Courtney

Those serving in worship today

Altar Care Christy Ruhe
Assisting Minister Jeff Denlinger
Audio-Visual Minister Tyler Rietze

Joseph Paetz
Cantor David Rollinson
Lector Kelly Spanninger
Minister of Music Laura Reynolds
Preaching and Presiding Minister Pastor Ross Carmichael

Liturgy and Hymnody Acknowledgements

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

The Scripture readings contained herein are from New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hvimns, 1985
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.

Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139.
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church Announcements
September 229, 2024

Welcome to Worship at St. Andrew on the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost,
September 22", 2024 — We are so glad you are here, and we offer a special welcome to
all visitors and guests connecting for the first time! Worship attendees are invited to make
a name tag at the back of the worship space. Little Church — Big Faith, a Bible lesson and
activity for children, will take place after the prayer of the day. There are also worship
“toolkits” to help children engage with worship and “busy bags” for younger children
available in the bookcase at the back of the sanctuary. Please feel free to take one to use
with/for your children. All are invited to gather for coffee, other drinks, food, and
conversation in the social hall after worship.

Lessons from Dietrich Bonhoeffer in a House Divided and a World on Fire —
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., starting September 25" — Join us for six weeks as we
explore the life and theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and the lessons we can use as we
live at the intersection of faith and civic life today. Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor and
theologian living in Nazi Germany, who eventually joined the resistance and was arrested
and killed before the end of WWII. This curriculum was compiled by Dr. Lori Brandt
Hale, an internationally renowned Bonhoeffer scholar. Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in
Pennsylvania (LAMPa) is bringing this curriculum to congregations to inspire deeper
conversation and discernment about our discipleship. Pastor Erin Jones, staff at LAMPa
and member of St. Andrew, will lead us in these sessions. The Zoom link is in your
Friday “This Week at St. Andrew” email - if you are not yet on the mailing list, please
see Pastor Ross and he will get you the link. If anyone would like to look ahead at the
participant workbook or other materials in preparation for the study, please visit:
Bonhoeffer Curriculum Available Now! - L AMPa (lutheranadvocacypa.orq)

October Produce Distribution — First Tuesday of the Month, October 1%, 2024, from
5:30-7:00 p.m. — St. Andrew partners with Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank to
serve as a distribution site for fresh produce on the first Tuesday of every month. This
month’s distribution will be Tuesday, October 1%. We invite people of the congregation
to help with the distribution from 5:30-7:00 p.m., help with unloading and setup during
the day between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

Coffee Hour Signups Available — One way that St. Andrew builds community is by
sharing conversation over food and drinks at coffee hour after worship on Sundays. We
invite people of the congregation to sign up to coordinate coffee hour each week, which
includes brewing the coffee; setting out cups, napkins, food items, and cold drinks; and
cleaning up afterward. Everything needed is at St. Andrew and instructions are available.
Please sign up to host coffee hour here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4AAFAF2CABF85-47069030-coffee.
Worship and Conversation with Members of Our Companion Church in
Madagascar — Various Dates — The Tulear Synod of the Malagasy Lutheran Church in
Madagascar is the companion synod of our Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. A
companion synod arrangement fosters relationships among the global church partners and
encourages mutual prayer and support. President (Bishop) Modeste Razafimahatratra will
lead a delegation from Madagascar as they visit the Pittsburgh region soon. All are
invited to join these guests for worship and conversation at various locations:



https://standrewpittsburgh.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=08ed12533ff01695f3bedb110&id=b21d27b8d1&e=32a5352e21
https://standrewpittsburgh.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=08ed12533ff01695f3bedb110&id=026745d57d&e=32a5352e21

Saturday, September 28%", 5:00 p.m. — Hope Lutheran Church in Cranberry
Sunday, September 29t", 9:00 a.m. — St. Paul, Lutheran, Zelienople
Sunday, September 29t 10:45 a.m. — Zion Lutheran Church in Harmony
Wednesday, October 29, 6:00 p.m. — Trinity Lutheran Church in Latrobe
Saturday, October 5™, 5:30 p.m. — Trinity Lutheran Church in Butler

o Sunday, October 6%, 10:15 a.m. — St. Peter’s Lutheran Church — Evans City
Note time, format and RSVP information varies for each location. For full details on each
event, visit https://www.swpasynod.org/stories/madagascar2024.
Support Days for Girls — Pittsburgh: Collecting Supplies in October! — Earlier in the
year, St. Andrew shared an opportunity from LAMPa to call for Pennsylvania to provide
menstrual hygiene products in public spaces as a crucial step in addressing educational,
gender, and economic inequity. As a local follow-up, St. Andrew has connected with
Days for Girls — Pittsburgh, which helps to provide education and access to feminine
hygiene products for people in need. As an expression of our church’s “God’s Work, Our
Hands” commitment, St. Andrew will be collecting items to make Days for Girls’
hygiene kits. Starting on October 6™, we will be collecting women’s underwear, mostly
size medium and large, washcloths, hotel-size soap, fragrance-free detergent pods, and
packing supplies such as 5/8-inch ribbon and packing tape. Items may be placed in the
collection bin located in the social hall anytime until October 27,
First Unitarian Church Hosts Three Conversations on Documentaries about the
Rise of Christian Nationalism — Sundays, October 6%, 13™, and 20t at 6:00 p.m. —
Our neighbors at First Unitarian Church (605 Morewood Avenue) invite people of the
community to gather for learning and conversation based on three documentary films:

o October 6" — Bad Faith: Christian Nationalism’s Unholy War on Democracy

o October 13" — Prayer for Armageddon

o October 20" — God and Country
Public Lectures and Panel Discussion — Hope in a Divided World: Bonhoeffer’s This-
World Christianity as an Antidote to Christian Nationalism — Saturday, October 19™,
10:00 a.m. — Join LAMPa and United Lutheran Seminary’s “Kindling Faith” for a
weekend of discovering how Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theology and legacy help the Church
and people of faith to authentically and humbly act at the intersection of civic life and
faith, in contrast and response to the forces of Christian Nationalism. While the event
takes place at United Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg, the lectures and panel discussion
on Saturday, October 19" will be live-streamed. For full details on the whole event,
please visit: https://conta.cc/4e1kSk6.
Celebrate St. Andrew’s 133" Anniversary and Reconciling in Christ Sunday during
Worship on October 13, 10:00 a.m. — St. Andrew was officially organized as a
congregation on October 12, 1891 — We give thanks to God for so many years of
goodness, grace, and ministry, in which the Gospel of Jesus has been proclaimed and
people have come to know and experience God’s love! Essential to the congregation’s
identity is our Reconciling in Christ designation, in which we publicly share our welcome
and inclusion of LGBTQIA+ individuals and families, and of all God’s people, in the life
of the congregation, church, and society. In worship on Sunday, October 13", we will
celebrate St. Andrew’s 133" anniversary and renew our commitment to live our faith
together as a Reconciling in Christ congregation!
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https://www.swpasynod.org/stories/madagascar2024
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e New Christ in Our Home Devotional Booklets (October — December) Available at
Church Entrances — Christ in Our Home is a booklet of devotions that includes
Scripture, a brief reflection, and prayer for each day. The new edition for October —
December is now available at the various church entrances. There are still several copies
left for September, too — Please feel free to take one for yourself or others!



